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from the editors

Hi!
Welcome to the third issue of the ATXyz (the ATX Youth

Zine).  In this issue, we are excited to showcase the art

and creativity made by teenagers during the summer of

2021. While reading, viewing, (and listening!) to this

magazine, we hope you enjoy as well as appreciate the art

pieces and writing which are only small bits of the teen

community in Austin during 2021. 

ATXyz Summer 2021 Teen Editorial Board
Estella Zhao   Samya Chauhan   Amrutha C.Manoj   Avaneesh Ramesh 

Aairah Salam   Justin Gao   Yunoo Kim   Mishree Narasaiah
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“Our ‘traditional values’ are being swept away by Marxists!

“People have become dependent and weak on the media and big

government/tech/pharma.”

“‘1984/Brave New World reference’”

“Politics is a lie made by George Soros/The Jews/-insert rich European family

here- to distract the people from ‘The Truth’”

“It’s a ‘technocracy’”

“Technology/Transgender rights/Big Pharma is making people lose their

identity and become less human”

“Politics is being skewed and polarized to cause a civil war”

“It’s all ‘liberal bias’”

Anger plays a critical role here too, with insulting terms such as “sheeple” and

aggressive calls to “wake up” can lead people to give in.

       Secondly, disinformation appeals to beliefs as well. A good amount of

people are aware of the “traditional values” argument used by many folks in the

countryside, but not every victim will be someone that would be defined as “right”

or “conservative”. A pipeline into the hole that’s just as large but noticed less is

that at the same time, some left-leaning individuals, mainly those who are

skeptical about businesses or NGOs, can be vulnerable to beliefs relating to

companies such as Monsanto or “Big Tech”, rather than government-- although

getting into one is often a gateway into the other. Another main input to

disinformation based on belief is one trying to perceive themselves as “centrist”

and claiming that nearly everything is biased. It’s because of this desire to say

that both sides are equally bad that one disposes and willfully ignores the

complex history and inner workings of the American political system, and this

makes them extremely prone to conspiracies, believing that everyone’s

perspective is skewed towards some sort of bias or that George Soros is

controlling all of politics and is trying to cause a civil war. Finally, religion and

race can also play a role in radicalization. People from minority groups that have

a history of mistreatment from the government and businesses, such as African-

Americans, may see otherwise beneficial actions with skepticism and may wander

into non-trustworthy sources. Religion too plays a role, as being raised with and

keeping strong religious beliefs has been known to make people less trustworthy

of non-religious sources.

ATXyz Issue 03 | Summer 202110





SPRING FLOWERS    ---    NEHA  TOSHNIWAL
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SNAP

Amrutha Challiyil Manoj
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BLUE 

Photgraphy started as a small hobby but soon I got

many people telling me, how they liked the way I

took pictures. These are pictures of sea creatures at

the Texas State Aquarium taken this year 2021 start

of June. 
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SEA 
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By Annika A.BBBBByyyyy AAAAAnnnnnnnnnniiiiikkkkkaaaaa AAAAA.....



Annika Says:







Using the Power of
your Infinite Mind

An excerpt from :                       

https://midd.me/NgWg
Link to original :

 By 
Mishree 

Narasaiah
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The law of attraction is a law of the universe
which says that like attracts like. Basically, humans
are magnets who attract the energy they send
out. How do we send out energy? Through our
thoughts and feelings of course! You attract to
yourself the essence of your thoughts, beliefs and

feelings. 
 

So, if you think positive and are always happy, you
will attract things that will make you happy and
keep you positive. This works vice versa as well,
which means that if your thoughts are negative,
you will only be attracting more negativity into

your life. 

creating goes on to become your own unique
reality. So, once you do know about this Law, you
can begin to think, feel and live intentionally to
bring whatever reality you want into your life!
This is when it gets really fun!

~ Buddha

Just like gravity, the Law of
Attraction is always working,
whether you are aware of it or
not. And since you're always
thinking and feeling, you are also
always creating! What you are 

All that we are is

the result of what

we have thought
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You must be thinking that you have to monitor
your thoughts all the time now, but you don't
because you have feelings! Feelings will tell you
what you are thinking and they will help you
figure out what your frequency is. Your

frequency is the type of energy that you are
sending out to the Universe (your vibe) 
and this determines what you are attracting

into your life.   

But how does this work? Is there a science 
 behind it? Though it hasn't been scientifically

proven, the theory behind this law is that
everything in the Universe is energy and is

constantly vibrating. So whatever frequency you
are at is what you are receiving, just like what

Newton's 3rd law of motion states. Every
action has an equal and opposite reaction. What

you give out is what you get. It's simply
physics!

 

Everything is energy, and that’s all there is to it.
Match the frequency of the reality you want and

you cannot help but get that reality. It can be no

other way. This is not philosophy. This is physics.

~ Albert Einstein
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To gain a better understanding of this Law,
think about the bad things in your life right
now. Can you see how they connect to your

fears and doubts? Understand your part in the
process of its manifestation rather than being
angry at yourself. Now that you see link,

acknowledge that it isn't your fault, it's just
the Law of Attraction responding to you, your

thoughts, feelings and vibe.
 

Now, focus on all the good things in your life.
Think about how your hopes, dreams, ambition,
and positivity brought those things to you.
Again, instead of being boastful, understand
how the Law of Attraction has always been

working throughout your life. Realize that when
you believe something can happen, it does.

 
Who you are right now, is simply a result of all
of your past decisions, thoughts, feelings and
beliefs. And all of those things can change in

any way you want them to! Now that you
understand this Law, you can choose to create
your life the way you want and you can choose
to bring into your life whatever you desire!

Read my whole flipbook here, to learn how you
can do that, step-by-step : 

https://midd.me/NgWg
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       Thump. Thump. Thump.
       Chase’s heart pounded as he raced
along the half-mile track. As he neared the
end of the track he touched the pole marking
the finish line and started on his twenty-first
lap, forcing himself to go faster and faster
with every ragged breath. He’d been training
everyday for three years now, trying to find a
way to forgive himself what he’d lost.
       Chase was fifteen, with tan skin, amber
eyes, and fire-red hair, hair that reminded
him too much of the fire that had taken
everything. He was often described as
stubborn, secretive, and unusual. Chase
didn’t always like how he had ended up, but
it was still better than what he used to be.
Innocent, small, weak, useless.
      Not anymore, Chase thought, brushing a
sweaty strand of red hair out of his eyes. He
was strong now, and fast. And he was still
getting faster.
      Chase forced himself to speed up as he
raced along the track. Each shuddering
breath was worth it, each one reminding him
that this was penance for what he’d done. Or
rather, what he’d not done.
      Chase remembered his sister. Standing
there as the flames swarmed around her.
Her frightened gaze, darting eyes, her soft
red curls a tangled mess. She had been right 
      

Still Too Slow
By Sanwi Sarode

there, right in front of him, and he had let her
go. He had been too slow, and he knew it.       
 
Faster, faster, faster.
       Chase felt as if his lungs would explode.
His legs burned, his chest ached, and sweat
was pouring down his forehead and into his
eyes, blurring his vision. Chase felt an
enormous wave of exhaustion wash over him,
and his knees buckled.
       You’re almost there, Chase lied to himself
for the millionth time.
       When that didn’t work he repeated
something his sister used to tell him. You’ve
always been capable of anything, Chase, and
you shine brightest when you struggle. She had
always been smarter than him, even though
she had been two years younger.
      Keep going Chase. You can get there.
      But it was no use; Chase couldn’t do it
anymore. He felt his pulse slow down and his
chest stop heaving as he neared the halfway
point on the track. Panting, he collapsed onto
the ground. He lay there for a long while,
shaking, crying, and fighting for every breath
as he turned his head to look at the quarter
mile left in front of him.
      Still too slow, he thought.
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Muyuy
The sun was bright,

Apu-punchau gave us his power

To keep us warm, to grow our plants.

I walk on the roads

The 3 laws sounded in my head

Ama Sua.

Ama Llulla.

Ama Quella.

No robaras.

No mentiras.

No seas perezoso.

Do not steal.

Do not lie.

Do not be lazy.

As the sun god shines on us

I close my eyes.

 

I open my eyes,

And immediately bow down to the ground

Before the powerful Inca.

His sharp coffee eyes,

His lustrous black hair.

His long rogue robe,

And the shining gold on his ears, neck, and wrist.

The almighty king, the emperor, our just leader.

As the powerful condor cried and dove,

I close my eyes.
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I open my eyes,

And immediately shut them.

No longer did the children run on the streets.

No longer did the elderly teach the young,

Sharing their experience, not their wisdom.

As the streets ran red with blood,

Francisco Pizarro looked for his precious treasure.

Not for peace, but for the gold.

I watched as Atahualpa,

Offer three rooms of gold

So the Incan people’s lives may be spared.

I watched as the cruel man accepted,

But executed the last Inca

Along with his innocent people.

I close my eyes.

 

I open my eyes,

And my stomach drops

As I fly through the clouds.

My large wings carrying me higher and higher,

Closer and closer to Apu-punchau.

I swoop down,

And spot the once powerful Incas

Being forced to work like slaves in the mines.

I turn up towards the everlasting sun

As I realize I am the Condor,

The largest flying bird, and

I closeN my eyes.

 

I open my eyes,

And jump and move my hands

Holding the pañuelos,

Waving the raging fire.

My raging fire.

I am a China Diablada,
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And as I look at the man

Wearing the hideous, gigantic Diablada mask,

I see the murderous gleam

Of Pizarro when he murdered Atahualpa.

I used my rage, my burning inferno,

As I spin and jump and turn and

I close my eyes.

 

I open my eyes,

And watch as my ebony boots covered with golden bells

Slice through the air,

Like my Condor wings.

I leap, I spin, I kick, I yell,

And I celebrate my strength and prove myself worthy as an Incan girl

To the Spanish conquistadores

As I dance Caporales as Machita.

I sing and scream and

I close my eyes.

 

I open my eyes,

And a feeling of excitement rushes through my heart.

I am 24 years old

And moving with my madrina

From Ica to Lima, Peru.

I look out the window

And I no longer see the people of my pueblo

Family and friends.

I see buildings and cars and phones.

 

I remember life in Ica,

Celebrating an event every week,

Waving to everyone I knew walking down the street.

As I remember my old, comfortable life,

I look forward to Lima,
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A different life for a different Incan girl and

I close my eyes

 

I open my eyes,

And take in my new surroundings.

The English language has

Cold, strict words that freeze in my ears.

Spanish is a language with influences,

It comes from the heart and displays our proud heritage.

I vow to stay true to myself,

And to my identity,

And to bring my culture to Texas.

Not just for me and my supportive husband

 But for my future children.

My funky, sharp-eyed son,

With music and rhythm and tempo running through his blood,

And my thoughtful, optimistic daughter,

With beauty in her heart and soul.

As I reach my hand out to my blue and green eyed husband,

I close my eyes.

 

I open my eyes,

And look at my hands.

Light skin, warm hazel eyes, and burnt sienna hair

Are not the characteristics of my Incan ancestors.

But I look at my shirt,

Peruanita Bonita.

I look in the mirror,

And see a true Incan heart

And Peruvian soul.

I smile And remember my ancestors.

And this time,

I DOn't close my eyes.
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Meaning of my poem,
Muyuy

I wrote this poem using Spanish, Quechua, and English words. The title of this

poem is Muyuy, which means Transform in Quechua. In the first stanza, I mention Apu-

punchau, who is the Incan sun god. This was a very important god, because without

his sunlight, the people would not have food to eat or heat to stay alive. The Incans

lived by three main rules. Ama Sua, Ama Llulla, and Ama Quella are Quechua. No

robaras, No mentiras, and No seas perezoso are Spanish. They translate to Do not

steal, Do not lie, and Do not be lazy. It was thought that if the Incans followed

these rules, then they would live happy lives. Those who did not follow these rules

were severely punished.

In the second stanza, I talk about the Inca, and his physical features. The Inca

was the king or emperor or leader of the Incas. He had fourteen advisors that

stayed with him. He wore elaborate clothes, and he wore the gold that they found.

In the third stanza I recount the story of the fall of the Incan Empire. The last

Inca emperor, Atahualpa, offered the Spanish conquistador Francisco Pizarro three

rooms filled with gold in exchange for sparing the lives of his people. Pizarro

agreed but executed the last Inca. After he conquered the Incas, the King and Queen

of Spain allowed the Spanish people to move to Peru. This led to the cultural change.

The Spanish brought their culture and tried to erase the Peruvian culture. But the

Incans remained strong and preserved their culture using their dances. In fact,

some of the dances are the Peruvians making fun of the Spanish cultures! 

In the fourth stanza, I use the point of view of the Condor. The Condor is the

national bird of Peru and is the largest flying bird. The Condor is known for flying

and soaring in the Peruvian sky above Machu Picchu.

By Annika L. Dawson
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In the fifth and sixth stanzas, I write about the two of the many Peruvian dances I

dance and love. Diablada is a dance with many characters. There is an angel fighting

the devil who has his seven deadly sins. The devil has a giant hideous mask. The devil

fights with his army of China Diabladas, who have red skirts and pañuelos, which are

similar to handkerchiefs, which represent fire. This is an exciting dance, a portrayal

of the fight between good and evil. This is also the fight between the conquistadores,

the devil, and the Incans, the angel. Caporales is a very energetic dance with jumps

and spins. The men, or Hombres, and the ladies, Machitas, wear elaborate costumes

with different color boots and big bells that ring every time they shift their weight.

They even have a hat, or sombrero, that has their name and an animal. I have two

sombreros, one purple sombrero with two silver dragons, and one black sombrero

with a gold and teal serpent. The Polleras are the ladies who dance with beautiful

and colorful skirts and heels. Caporales is a strong dance that showcases the

dancer’s strength. This dance showed off the power of the Incas to the

conquistadors and showed that they were not afraid to work.

In the seventh stanza, I use the point of view of my grandmother when she moved

from Ica to Lima, Peru. She was 24 years old when she moved. She moved in with her

madrina, her godmother. In Lima, she learned how to use appliances, such as an oven

and telephone. She found more opportunities in Lima and married my grandfather

there. She had four children. She had three daughters, my mother Mariela, and my

aunts Cecilia and Magaly. She also had a son, my uncle named Alberto.

In the eighth stanza, I talk about my mother’s experience in moving from Lima, Peru

to Austin, Texas in the United States when she was 29 years old. Not only were their

language barriers, but my mother had to adjust to society. She learned how to live

away from family. She loved my dad, and my dad supported her every step of the

way. He helped her bring her Peruvian culture to Austin, and helped her introduce

those special customs to their children, their older daughter, me, and their son, my

younger brother, Henrik. During this pandemic, we have been taking Peruvian dance

classes. This has not only helped improve our Spanish and learn Quechua, but we

have all connected more as a family, and Henrik and I have learned more about our

heritage.

This poem is a timeline, starting off in the life of an Incan girl before the

conquistadors came, and ending with an Incan girl living in Austin, Texas in the United

States
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ORIGAMI

TRIAKIS

MODULE
by Riya Shah
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ARTIST STATEMENT
 

This piece of origami was created from a book
that I received from a close friend. Origami is
something I enjoy and love to create. 

- Riya Shah



 

If you live in Austin, Texas, it is likely that you have seen
several signs and campaigns urging you to vote “yes” or “no”
for Prop. B, but what is Prop. B, and why is this election so
important? According to ballotpedia.org, Prop. B enforces
lying, sitting down, sleeping, or public sidewalks as a criminal
offense, more specifically, a class C misdemeanor. According
to shouselaw.com, other examples of class C misdemeanors
include Public Intoxication and Assault by Contact.
Additionally, if caught asking for money or other goods,
under Prob. B such peoples would be penalized. While this
proposition is created for the sole purpose of keeping Austin
streets safer, this plan does not fix the underlying problem
of homelessness in Austin, Texas. When class C
misdemeanors are committed, they go on your criminal
record, making it even harder for homeless individuals to get
employed, housing, medical aid, etc. 

W H A T  I S  P R O P O S I T I O N  B



After reading the ordinance no. 20210209-003 document,
the city’s plan contains no alternative plan or aid to go to
Austin’s homeless community. Proposition B will ultimately
allow Austin less regulation on the homeless population as
people will, likely, go in backs of parks or less populated
areas. Making census calculations, safety of pedestrians and
the homeless community much harder to track. Ultimately,
people’s feelings of being uncomfortable or unsafe are valid,
though, criminalizing and restricting where the Austin
homeless population can reside without creating alternative
plans or aid is not a long term, effective solution.

C H L O E  L E G E R E





https://vimeo.com/582286829
https://vimeo.com/582286829
https://vimeo.com/582286829


Pan, Joueurs de Flute -

Albert Roussel

Nandini Ravi
Flute

Pan was composed by French composer, Albert Roussel. It is based on the Greek

god of the wild, Pan, expressing different aspects of Pan's character throughout

the piece.
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https://vimeo.com/582286345
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Avaneesh Ramesh

Guárdame las vacas - 

Luis de Narváez
Guárdame las vacas was composed by Luis de Narváez. Luis de Narváez was a
Spanish composer who lived during the 16th century. This is a really fun piece to
play on guitar.

Bourrée in E Minor - 

Johann Sebastian Bach

Guitar

This piece is called Bourrée in E Minor, and it was composed by the German
composer, Johann Sebastian Bach, between the years of 1708 and 1717. This
is one of the most fun pieces for me to play on classical guitar.
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Oh Summer!
How I never thought you would arrive,

your elusive spirit is a good runner.
When you finally did come like a beehive,

sweet, sticky, and too good to be true.
I missed you through the cold winter, 
and yearned for your presence in fall.

Oh how I waited in spring, and
when you finally graced us this year,

summer never felt better. 

SUMMER!
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This a piece of free verse poetry that I
wrote to convey my warm feelings about

summer. This year specifically felt like
summer would never arrive. I enjoy

expressing myself through poetry, and this
piece is one in particular that I really enjoy. 

Artist
Statement

 

 

-Justin Gao
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First of all I’d like to say that this is not meant to be stated as fact,

nor fiction. This is my statement on how I see our country’s cultural

message and international stance. I aim to deliver a message that

history is not something to be taught; but something everyone must

learn, that news shouldn’t be an analysis or a message; but a piece

of information that one must interpret on their own.I'm a guy who

tries to notice the flaws of our government and looks for

improvement. This is my commentary on how people are shown

information, and why.

    here’s a central value for all leftists groups, serve the

people as a whole and do such in an equitable manner. This is

something that isn’t seen in any significant American political

party. There’s a reason why that’s true throughout every bit of

American politics. I do not support the DNC because I like

what they aim to do, or because I like most of their members. I

do so because I know that they’re the only group that will make

it possible to end the two party system within America.

B Y

Z A N E

W O L F

Why America Fails,
and what is necessary
to end it 

T

This graph is not here

just to show the

difference in wage

between years. More

than anything else it is

to show the issues in

the way that we view

the idea of wage and

payment
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Rather than the 
"cause and effect"CollegeBoard slants
the idea throughexclusively referencing
consequences. 

Excerpt from the CollegeBoard AP World  History course curriculum 

e all know why America is still stuck

with such an old, corrupt, nationalistic,

and conservative mindset; even if some

of us still refuse to truly acknowledge

it. This is because we have a system

with institutionalized propaganda.

There’s not a single (large) news

source that doesn’t follow the CIA’s

requests toward foreign perspective,

there’s not a single state education

system that truly acknowledges and

denounces American imperialism,

honestly most promote American

exceptionalism. This is emphasized

through the way we teach economics

and world history. There’s no talk about

American flaws, or the issues of our

treatment of developing countries,

there’s only FrEE MArKeT GOOD,

COmmUnIsM BAD*.

*I in no way am saying that the

opposite is inherently true, simply that

this one-sided mindset is an issue.

Yet there’s a reason behind that,

businesses own America. Almost every

elected official prioritizes businesses

over people, and plenty refuse to

acknowledge the flaws of the modern

American economic system, or the fact

that trickle down economics is a lie

that’s been disproven over the last 35

years. All because this mindset is what

lets the 1%, the big businesses, the

various American monopolies, stay in

power.

That’s why we’re taught that it’s the

citizens that produce all of the waste,

all of the pollution, and why we still

have the lie that is “pull yourself up by

the bootstraps” or “you fail because

you didn’t try.” We provide pollution

and waste data in statistics that make

China the big bad enemy, never in per

capita, where it shows that we’re the

 real enemy when it comes to

pollutants. 
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While this graph

specifically targets

CO2, I would like to

make clear that there

are other Green

House gas emissions 

 

 

Within America we act as if we are a

symbol of purity; a symbol of

perfection. This is denial of the war

crimes we’ve committed, a denial of

the coup d'etats we’ve forced upon

foreign nations, and above all a denial

of the power and possibility of

improvement. As people who live in the

world, consider the news’ “takes” on 

what an event means, or why it

happened with a cynical approach,

particularly those directed towards

foreign states. 

So as a country it is our duty to allow

our mistakes to be seen, to accept

them as a fact of reality; because all

real improvement doesn’t come from

perfection, it comes from learning from

the mistakes that are made.
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interview with
the author
P E R S O N A L  M O T I V A T I O N S  A N D  A

D I S C U S S I O N  O N  T E E N  A C T I V I S M

The biggest reason I wanted to write this is

because, just a week ago I was thinking

through my mind and wanted another, a little

bit of self-expression. I originally wrote this

just for a group of friends I worked with and

decided hey, this is something that I actually

want to get out there and now that ...took

advantage of that 

It’s a combination of both moral expression

and; how should I put it; expression in a lot of

ways. I have this mindset of being optimistic

towards options of hope and cynical towards

the things that I’m taught and that really

affects how I see opportunity in a lot of

ways.

I think that’s heavily true of a lot of American

curriculums and the reason why I think that is

because we are more set on teaching than

having the student learn, if you can get the

difference between that.

Yes, that’s the general message I’m trying to

convey. It teaches you an analysis in

itselfinstead of having you think through it

and analyze it according to your own views

on it.  

Why did you want to write this piece?

Did you have a specific feeling in mind that you

wanted to express?

Do you feel that when you specifically talked

about WHAP curriculum, do you feel that school

doesn’t prepare you enough for that method of

self inquiry?

Would you agree that there is more of a focus on

rote memorization than learning for learnings

sake?

I’m not going to deny that it is also a factor in a lot

of other places, but I think the most significant

symbol of how that is and how notable it is is within

the American education system. I think we have a

lot of the issues that are globally present on a

completely different scale than a lot of other

developed nations.

The biggest thing I want all of you to ‘see’ let’s say,

is that I’m not trying to tell you that my viewpoint on

various events are inherently right. I’m trying to tell

you that the way you are taught to look at things

and the perspective on right and wrong you are

inherently given isn’t necessarily right in itself,

there’s no...hmmm how should I put this. A quote

that I like to look at is that “perfection is itself

imperfection” and that means that nothing is

perfectly right or perfectly wrong, it’s not a black

and white thing..it’s just various tones of gray. 

The biggest thing that I’m trying to create is a

criticism of American culture, particularly American

exceptionalism. 

I’d like to state first of all that my biggest aim

towards changing the government is rebuilding it

from within. I may not go to a ton of protests, and

Do you think that is a purely American education system

problem or a global education system problem?

Shifting away from education, what is a major

takeaway that you want readers to walk away with

after they’ve read your piece?

As a teenager, what avenues of advocacy for

government change have you personally pursued and

can recommend to others?

B Y  E S T E L L A  Z H A O
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A crucial point that I’d let to get across is

that no matter how small your platform

may be, no matter how little you feel

affected by this, you really do have an

opportunity to share your views, to keep

being someone who matters. It took me

years to get that through to myself and I

think that’s something very useful to

develop on your own

I think that’s a very specific example of

what I want to convey, which isn’t just that

teens or students or people in general

aren’t doing enough towards change or

having an effect on what’s happening.

Above all, we as students as children in

the sense of legality aren’t fully

represented in the way that we act and in

the way that the government is designed.

We have to stand up to be represented

and to be a group that people care about

whether or not we can vote because if the

minority is not represented than their

opinions are no longer significant.

I have a core idea: that It’s not someone’s

political opinion that determines whether

they’re valid or a good person or anything

of the sort...It’s their morals that back it. I

feel that because of the internet more

young people, particularly students have

access and information about politics. The

that’s for a reason because I want to build a

platform where I am significant and can

directly affect what we are doing in the

world. I am, to this day a member of the AISD

district advisory council as well as the ESAC

Environmentary check discord for link

stewardship advisory committee. 

Do you have any thoughts on student

engagement?

Sentiment: not enough young people,

specifically HS students and teens actively

participate in politics, community

engagement, or outreach.

 thing is, they don’t participate in a way that is

productive for society. I guess that’s a bit harsh, but I

feel like a lot of the discourse going on is through

social media and tbh there isn’t going to be any

significant change behind that. That’s just how I feel. I

don’t think social media activism or making your

opinions heard on social media is the best way to go

about seeking change. Like, if you do that it’s perfectly

fine but if you want to actually make a difference you

have to find channels through...like what you do with

community engagement and participating in councils

and your local community environment not just social

media….screaming into the void. I don’t know if that

made sense, like that’s just how I personally feel. Like, if

you’re angry about something channel that anger. Don’t

allow it to consume your frinedgroup. I just don’t think

social media advocacy is effective and I actually think

that it makes people lose friends but that's just my

personal experience with my group of friends.

I have a very significant concept of how you should use

feelings within your life and I can’t overemphasize how

much work that’s taken me because I was originally a

total jerk who did not care about other people. A big

thing that I would like to say is that I rarely see

someone as a person that I cannot connect with or a

person that is the ‘enemy.’ I more commonly see

someone as a person that’s let themselves become

controlled by their feelings or limits themselves due to

judgements and ideas that they’ve created. 

Anger is a significant thing that you can let control you.

And you can control it to become what - a fuel for

what you want to change. Become a fuel for fixing the

issues that you’ve seen and that you’ve noticed. I’m just

as angry as so many of you but I don’t use that purely

to get attention or to get lots of views on social media

like plenty of other people. I do that to try and have an

affect, sometimes through social media, but never

taking it out on others or saying that they should be

canceled or something of the sort. I simply say, hey this

action is wrong. This, thing that we’re doing needs to

be improved upon. This isn’t to make others wrong or

make others fix themselves or anything like that. It’s to

help people see ‘hey, maybe I should work on this’ and

maybe I can change in a way that is better for other

people”” NOT so that they feel bad about themselves.
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W H A T ?

W H E R E

Call for Teens to submit original work to

ATXyz - the Austin Public Library's youth-

led magazine. All works are welcome! 

ART. POETRY. PHOTOGRAPHY. MUSIC. VIDEOS.

ESSAYS. STORIES. COMICS. ANYTHING!!!

SUBMIT TO
ATXyzine

O P E NT O  T E E N S
A G E S  1 3 - 1 8

C R E A T I V E ?

SUBMIT / READ AT: 
tinyurl.com/atxyouthzine

Read Past Issues

Q u e s t i o n s ?  E m a i l :  k a t h l e e n . h o u l i h a n @ a u s t i n t e x a s . g o v

T H E M E TeenTalk - Focuses on the essence

of teenage life.

S u b m i s s i o n s  d o  n o t  n e e d  t o  b e  t h e m e - s p e c i f i c

https://library.austintexas.libguides.com/teens/ATXyz
https://tinyurl.com/atxyouthzine
https://library.austintexas.libguides.com/teens/ATXyz


JOIN
THE TEAM!

For More information, visit:
library.austintexas.gov/volunteer/youth

Interested in graphic design or
the arts? Join the ATXYzine
editorial board for a chance to
gain hands on experience
designing a magazine.

BECOME AN
EDITOR!

https://library.austintexas.gov/volunteer/youth



